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In the name of Allah, the most Beneficent, the most Merciful. Peace and
blessings be upon our prophet Mohamed, his family and his companions.

Your Excellency Saber Husain Chawdary, President of the IPU,
Your Excellences, Speakers of Parliaments,

Your Excellency Ban Ki-moon, Secretary General of the UN,

Your Excellency Martin Chungung, Secretary General of the IPU,
Fellow members of parliaments,

Ladies and gentlemen,

1 would like to express my profound gratitude and appreciation for His
Excellency the President of the IPU for his kind invitation to attend the Fourth
World Conference of Speakers of Parliaments. It is my pleasure to deliver this
brief speech hoping that the conference will achieve its objectives in promoting
democracy for the service of peace and development and building the world as
the people want.

I would like to commence this speech by reciting a verse composed by Abu
Tamam, a famous Arab poet, 1200 years ago, sincerely expressing the yearning
and passion of humans for freedom, freedom of speech and the desire to leave
a country where ( one’s tongue is tied and one’s heart is locked.)

He says: “ I will leave a country wherein my tongue is tied and my heart
is tight”

Democracy has been defined as “a sociopolitical system establishing the
relationship between the community and the state as per equality among
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citizens and their free participation in making legislations regulating the public
life”. The bases of this theory pertains to the principle that says, “People shall
be the source of sovereignty and legitimacy and the government shall therefore
be responsible before the representatives of citizens and shall be at their
disposal.” The principles of democracy shall be based on equality, justice and
freedom including, citizens’ rights for overseeing the implementation of laws
in such a way that maintains their public and civil rights. The form of
democracy in a state depends on the socioeconomic circumstances,
consolidation of its structure, the extent of awareness and the culture and
political practices mastered by its citizens.

In the Sultanate of Oman, the development march has been launched in various
fields and sectors in accordance with the set objectives. The Omani citizen’s
participation in decisions making has been reinforced through their
| representatives at Majlis A’shura, municipal councils and other social
institutions. The Sultanate has been able to realize substantial achievements in
various fields such education, health, human rights, judiciary independence,
v enhancement of the legislative process and empowerment of women in
| accordance with the international indicators and reports at the level of
democratic work, development march and the service of the world peace. All
of which is a significant progress towards realizing the millennium
development goals.

With regard to the first objective concerning ending poverty and hunger, we
can say that this has been achieved by 2013. The ratio of population whose
] income is less than | $ per day became zero. The share of the poorest filth of
| population in national consumption has increased from 5% in 2000 1o more
than 6% in 2013. The ratio of working population to the number of the
population has increased from 36.4% in 2000 to 63.6% in 2013, The ratio of
underweight children whose age is below 3 years has decreased from 23% in
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1993 10 9.7 % in 2014, With the regard to the second goal concerning the
generalization of elementary education. the achievement ratio was
distinguished. The net percentage of registration in elementary education has
increased from 83.8% in 1993 to 98.2% in 2012-2013. The ratio of students
who have reached the final stage of elementary education has increased from
89.1% in 1990 to 99.1% in 2013. The literacy among youths who are 15-24
year old has increased from 92% in 1993 to 98.1% in 2010. As for the third
objective concerning gender cquality and empowerment ot women, the ratio
of males and females in elementary and secondary education was the same by
2013-2014. Concerning the higher education. the ratio of females students has
exceeded males students and has increased from 0.83% in 1990 to 1.24% in
2014. On the other hand, the share of women working paid professions other
than agriculture sector has increased from 8.3% in 1993 to 22% in 2010. The
seat occupancy of women at Oman Council has increased from 4.9% in 1997
to 9.5% during the term 2012-20135. In connection with fourth goal related to
decreasing children mortality. the rate ot mortality of the children below 5 has
decreased from 33 in 1990 to 1.8 in 2013 for each one thousand new born
babies. The ratio of the infants’™ mortality has decrcased from 29 in 199010 9.8
in 2013 for each one thousand newborn babies.

Ladies and gentlemen,

Nowadays, ethnic and political conflicts and civil wars dominated by violence
and inhuman practices rocked many parts of the world in addition to the recent
natural disasters. climate change issues and successive financial crises that
shook the economic development, led to recession. and retrogress in social and
economic indicators in many countries if not all. Therefore. it is necessary that
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people join hands more than any other time around the millennium
development goals. Furthermore. the role of the national parliaments and the
[PU should be more eftective as regards to formulation of sustainable
development goals for the coming period. They also should organize their
priorities to conform with the recent contlicts, disasters and crises in our world.

The millennium declaration concluded by all states has highlighted the role of
parliaments and {PU in “strengthening further cooperation between the United
Nations and national parliaments through their world organization, the Inter-
Parliamentary Union, in various fields, including peace and security, economic
and social development, international law and human rights and democracy
and gender issues.” Therefore, this leads us to shoulder hard duties which
; require exceptional efforts to enhance the culture of addressing crises and
| conflicts among countries and communities regardless of their origins and
reasons through peaceful means based on dialogue. It also requires
consolidation of democratic principles and the rule of law and orientation of
socioeconomic polices to contribute to materializing the millennium
development goals through legislative and oversight competences of
parliaments as well as endorsement of development plans and programs.

Ladies and gentlemen

There is no doubt that the peoples of the world will be able to contribute to
building human civilization, reinforce tracks of development and serve the
world peace if they achieve their goals and aspirations and attain new gains.
They also can do so by adopting democracy and freedom, enjoying civil and
political rights as well as welfare and development, comprehending the sense
of citizenship and recognizing the principle of the real participation in the
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political, social and economic systems. “Freedom is the primary concept of
life and there is no life without freedom.”

In conclusion, we hope that your efforts for reinforcement of democratic, peace
and freedom concepts for all shall be a success to create a world where security,
peace, stability and sustainable development prevail so that people will enjoy
decent and secure life all over the world.

Thank you!




