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Access to safe drinking water
“More than 700 million people still lack ready access to improved sources of drinking 
water; […]. More than one third of the global population – some 2.5 billion people —
do not use an improved sanitation facility, and of these 1 billion people still practice 
open defecation” (WHO-UNICEF – GLASS 2014)
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Wastewater treatment
“Up to 90 per cent of wastewater in developing countries flows untreated into rivers, lakes and highly 
productive coastal zones, threatening health, food security and access to safe drinking and bathing water. 
An estimated 245 000 km2 of marine ecosystems are affected by hypoxia, with impacts on fisheries, 
livelihoods and the food chain.” (UNEP) 



Competing water uses
“By 2035, world energy consumption will increase by 35% leading to an increase 
of 85% in water consumption” (IEA)  “In 2025, 2/3 of world countries will be 
facing hydric stress “ (World Bank)  “Switzerland imports 9 billion litters of 
water per year” (SDC)
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